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Sources: World Income Distribution database
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Media Manipulation
Advait S Pittan

Son of Ajithkumar Pittan 1989

What is media manipulation and why does it concern the general public?
It is the twisting, hiding or covering of facts any sort via media i.e., social me-
dia, news channel or newspapers, from the masses for the gain of an institu-
tion or a person. Shift of source of news from paper to digital media has made
it available 24/7 making news easily and quickly accessible. Media manipula-
tion is a major concern primarily because media, considered one of the most
powerful entity has the ability to control the masses and help individuals form
opinions. It is because people have had faith in journalistic integrity for the
longest period of time and many still continue to have so. But in the recent
years this integrity has come under question so much that some believe that
free press and media are under threat. A great example from history on media
manipulation and informational autocracy i1s how Nazi Germany had kept its
citizens under control. In the recent years, Indian mainstream media is sus-
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pected of doing the same under the guidance/ order of its own central govern-
ment.

Raghav Bahl, the owner of network 18 until it was bought by Mukesh
Ambani, launched Quintillion Media Pvt Ltd which formed a partnership with
Bloomberg media with the ambition to start a TV news channel. They tried for
3 years but were unsuccessful. Many attributed the failure to Raghav’s critical
approach towards the government and the claim was not entirely baseless,
considering the fact that later in the year of 2016, Arnab Goswami’s Republic
TV, along with his partner Rajeev Chandrashekar (a member of the BJP & an
MP), was announced and it aired within three weeks of its application. Along
with that, the Prime Minister who is infamous for barely giving any inter-
views or holding press conferences had spoken on air with Arnab one on one
and had even attended the channel’s annual events, the Republic Summit.

In 2018 ABP news witnessed two high profile exits, Milind Khandekar
(former editor in chief) and Punya Prasun Bajpai (anchor of the former popu-
lar show called Masterstroke), and the benching of a senior anchor Abhisar
Sharma, who also exited after the following few weeks. According to an arti-
cle by The Wire, “Bajpai’s exit — whether he had resigned or was asked to
leave 1s not clear — comes weeks after he angered government ministers by
reporting that a Chhattisgarh woman held up by Prime Minister as a success
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story for his rural schemes had not
‘doubled her income’ as he had

claimed. After his exit, Bajpai wrote -

an expose for The Wire detailing the i
extent of censorship, where he wrote : i
that “from being told not to take Nar- m m " .}

endra Modi's name on my show or

show his image on any programme critical of the government to a sinister
blacking out of my show, Masterstroke, what happened was nothing short of
censorship.” ABP’s channel sources say Milind Khandekar’s exit from the
channel was triggered by the pressure that had built up over the Chattisgarh
report, which the BJP considered especially problematic. Abhisar Sharma
spoke on TRT World (a Turkish public broadcasting service) saying, “we are
supposed to question the people in power but what has happened in the past
five and a half years is that the media has become a stooge of the ruling gov-
ernment. They have stopped questioning the ruling government and to make
matter worse, they have been propagating the negative agenda of the ruling

party. You would say something on air as an anchor or as a journalist or if you
wrote something on Twitter, they would pressurize you in different ways”.

The recent demise of a popular Bollywood actor, Sushant Singh Rajput,
took the nation by storm. There has been no clear confirmation for the reason
of his demise and that made it a very controversial topic for the media to cov-
er. The media started connecting the case to his relationships, nepotism in
Bollywood, narcotics and started involving various other famous figures and
has almost become the only topic the media covers amidst the pandemic that
is still on the loose. The news channels claim that they run such programmes
on public demand but it couldn’t be a sheer coincidence that the real problems
are being covered up in the process
like for example the unemployment
rates in the country. According to a
CMIE, over 66 lakhs of white collar
jobs have been lost since the last four
months. Since lockdown, 2.l1crore
people have become jobless, 9.1crore
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people of daily wage labourers from the unor-
ganized sector lost work and GDP has hit a
new all time low. The blame though, cannot be
entirely placed on the detection of COVID-19
cases and the lockdown that followed in the
country. The data released by Central Statistics
Office, states that unemployment is at its
worst in 45 years and this was before the lock-
down. None of this news was covered by the

mainstream media keeping majority of the
public in ignorance. The government claimed
to have no data on the number of deaths of migrant workers during the pan-
demic, job loses of the migrant workers, number of farmer suicides, number
of deaths of COVID-19 frontline workers, number of MSMEs shut down and
the number of RTI activists that have been killed. With all this going on, al-
most all media outlets are only covering celebrity drug scandals and other is-
sues of much lesser importance, thus ensuring that the public remains in the
dark about these more pressing matters being faced by the country

These are one of the countless examples of how Indian mainstream me-
dia is trying to manipulate and cover facts from its public. To quote Mark
Twain, “if you don’t read the newspaper, you’re uninformed. If you read the
newspaper, you’re misinformed.” We would have to put in conscious efforts
to keep ourselves informed. It could involve following works of individual
journalists rather than mainstream media, following news outlets which are
unbiased, critical and not funded nor supported by the government, like The
Wire, The Quint, etc. we can also make sure that we research on both sides of
the story before forming an opinion or coming to a conclusion. Freedom of
Press comes under Freedom of speech and expression of Article 19(1)(a) un-
der the constitution and denying it to any citizen must be considered a severe
breach in democracy.

(Note: Excerpts of interviews are personal opinions/views of parties involved in the interview. This article’s objective
is that Media freedom should not be influenced and their freedom should be protected by the Government for fearless
analytical reporting)
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/| Dear uncertainty!

Danish Damodaran 2006

Dear uncertainty,

There will be a better place you can rule,
not my mind.

I wish you realize it.

I wish to be certain of my days,

my moments and my life,
Stop behaving as if you own my mind.

My mind shall be mine, only mine!

I wish I could stop all world to live my life,
And let me be me, the person that I am,

And live my life the way I should.

Your rules, restrictions, and regulations,

Stop me from being me, doing what I need to.

Hope you realize it.

But wait, you," Uncertainty" is my own brain child.

Feeding on my inhibitions, my fears and everything negative.
May be I should let me be me!

And not blame you.

I apologize "UNCERTAINITY", for you are alive,

Inside my mind, as long as [ want you to be.
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Lit by the candle

Stood the color
Showing itself

To those who could see
The spectrum

It belonged to

Lit by the moon

It stood

Showing a different shade
Helpless

To the editing light

Lit by the sun
It stood
Idealised

As the perfect
Imprisoned in
'ought to be'

@ THE EYE MAGAZINE

Lit by emotions

It danced for meanings
Purposes

Perceptions
Judgements

The color 1 am

Is my celebration
Join me

For the color you are

That is my language
Of love
Of celebration"
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Above : Fiction and fact
Below: Knots and Presence

Gallery —Ajith Prasad

-
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GALLERY

Picture by Gokul
Son of Madhu S 1989
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THE GIFT

I Neeraj Giri

I spent my summer vacations with Grandpa, at his place, just blocks
away down the road from my house. I could say he and Grandma really
looked forward to these days, as they would send the errand boy to fetch for
my favourite jaggery chips prior to me arriving. Grandma was quite robust for
her age, baking, volunteering or doing something or the other but never still.
But for Grandpa the days were starting to get blurrier since the Alzheimer's
crept in three years ago.

It was Grandma's birthday. I discretely reminded him of it, while he was in-
specting the pods of the tamarind tree in the lawn. For a moment he stood
there motionless, but then took my hand asking me to escort him to his room.
Grandma was busy preparing the lip-smacking tamarind chutney for me, the
taste of which only she could get it right, and was invariably ready before
lunchtime. It was one of those things she did to pamper my already plump
self.

Grandpa closed the door behind us impatiently opening his almirah. There in a
box full of his old army emblems which Grandma never touched, lay an old
pendant, supposedly silver once, now brazen and camouflaged in dust, but
still elegant in its entirety. Wiping the exterior with his quivery
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fingers his eyes lit up as he
smiled, remembering Grandma,
who knew how much he valued
this, like a souvenir. But over the
years he's forgotten about the day
™ he was gifted this and the person
1 even who gave it to him.

: ‘ Probably it was on the retirement
day, when his favourite batch of
trainees had arranged a beautiful
event. Or maybe during the time
when he'd received the Medal of
Honour. Or so he believed to be true as this lay gathering dust among his other

army accomplishments. He was too shy to ask her, and never asked, to escape
her mocking, for forgetting about this obsession of his. He felt there was no
better moment or occasion than this, to hand this over to her, as a gift.

It was ready, dusted and cleaned with his own hands, allowing me only to help
with the wrapping. I didn't get to think of options there as well as he returned
with a handful of his old brown envelopes. The same ones in which she used
to receive his letters from the border. He simply slid the pendant inside fold-
ing the envelope.

Smiling, he said "We'll give it before lunch. Now off you go, help Grandma,
she'll be looking for you. I need to rest for a while."

I watched him recline in his favourite chair resting his diary on the chest, zon-
ing out into a state of bliss.

The arrival of noon was pretty much dictated as I would sit by the porch ob-
serving the illusions of wavering images created by the heat bouncing off the
street. The scorching humid afternoon had this deadly silence, the trees stand-
ing still as if too hot to move. One could only hear the cicadas and their soul-
ful melodies.

Proudly marching up to her he held her delicately, gleefully asking me to hand
over the envelope. With hopeful expressions in our eyes, we waited for her to
unwrap the gift. Smiling wide, she tore the end of the paper. Figuring out that
it was something like a bracelet she emptied the packet into her palm. Before
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even she could react, Grandpa proudly started singing for her, he asked her to
read a letter which he had folded and kept inside.

"I can finally let this go; you know how much it means to me. It still
does, but not as much as you. I know it's like handing over someone else's gift
but please accept this. It just purely harbours my feelings of love, because I've
forgotten every other memory related to it or when it was gifted to me.

Happy Birthday to you Kavu. With love, yours."

Grandma folded the letter, looking away for a moment, I could see her
eyes which had begun to glimmer with tears now tracing down her wrinkled
smile, as she held Grandpa, looking into his eyes as if searching for some-
thing. Then, hugging us both said that she loved it a bit too much.

Later Grandpa went off to lie down for his afternoon nap as I hurried to the
kitchen to taste the tamarind chutney, now it's aroma really beckoning me.
The taste was flawless, taking a spoonful I tapped it on my palm, enjoying it.
Then went on to giggle and asked, "Grandma who had gifted this to Grand-
pa?? He's shy to ask you! ", I said smiling wider as my mouth just kept water-
ing for more of this tamarind.

She said, "The name was etched on it when it was gifted. Maybe your grandpa
can't read it now child."

Rushing to satisfy my curiosity, I took the pendant and started surveying it. In
my impatience | couldn't see anything written. Although there was a symbol,
on the backside of it, which had amassed rust. Grandpa couldn't be blamed as
it was actually not so noticeable, but I don't think he remembers much too.

Taking his old polishing brush, I scrubbed to decipher
some outlines at least. I could read now. Straining my
eyes, I read through the brown stains of time, it said,

“With love, Kavu”.
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. Cartoon by Sandeep Ravindranath 2005
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GALLERY

Pencil sketch by Karthik Menon
2004 1C

With Best wishes to All Darsana Family Members
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